April 1887, complaining of inability to retain her urine, and also of a large painful swelling in the abdomen. Both of these symptoms had troubled her for about a month; the abdominal swelling, however, was rapidly increasing, and her general health was daily becoming weaker. She had not been unwell for four months, and thought that probably she was pregnant.
On examination the patient was found to be suffering from an incarcerated gravid retroposition of the uterus, with retention of urine. Upon passage of the catheter 100 fluid ounces of highly offensive porter-coloured urine were withdrawn, coincidently with which the abdominal tumour, which reached to 2 inches above the umbilicus, entirely disappeared. With difficulty the malplaced uterus was returned to its normal position, but unhappily the necessary manipulation to accomplish this induced abortion, which took place on the following day. With the exception of total inability to retain her urine the patient made an uninterrupted recovery, and left the hospital on the 17th May; the only treatment adopted being the regular washing out of the bladder with antiseptic solutions. A week after (25th May) patient was readmitted suffering in a similar though more severe manner, to what she had done on her previous admission. Upon examination the abdominal swelling was found to have reappeared, but projecting from the vulva was felt a membranous mass, which upon inspection proved to be protruding from the urethra, and was evidently causing retention of urine, thereby accounting for the abdominal swelling. A catheter was therefore passed along the side of the mass into the bladder, and 96 fluid ounces of foetid urine withdrawn. Thereafter, by gentle traction upon the mass its removal was effected. The catheter was again passed up to the ring, and could with ease be moved in all directions.
With the exception of being in a somewhat critical condition on the evening of the removal of the mass, the patient made an uninterrupted recovery, and left the hospital on 12th August. At no time, however, was she able to retain her urine. The only treatment adopted was persistent washing out of the bladder with antiseptic solutions.
I again saw her eighteen months after, when she said, she never felt in better health, her only trouble being her water, which continued to dribble.
On examination at this time, her urethra was found to be sufficiently patent to allow of the introduction of the forefinger with ease. The sound now, however, passed only 4 inches into the bladder.
On Here, then, we have seemingly a satisfactory explanation of all cases, viz., compression of the vessels of the neck of the bladder. In the retention of urine cases the circulation is arrested by compression of the veins alone, while in the labour cases both arteries and veins participate. In the former the process is slow and prolonged, in the latter it is acute and rapid.
The question then naturally arises, If such be the cause, how are examples of this lesion not more common, labours being of hourly occurrence, while retention of urine is by no means rare ? To the first I can only say, it must be due either to some abnormal mechanism, such as the head passing through the brim in the conjugate diameter, and thus compressing the base and neck of the bladder against the pubic symphysis, or to a displacement of the bladder due to rotation of the uterus, by which means the base and neck of the bladder become squeezed between the side wall of the pelvis and the head normally entering in the oblique of the pelvic brim. As regards its infrequency in cases of retention, this may be explained, first, by the long and excessive retention necessary, the shortest recorded case being four days ; and, secondly, that in our cases it is favoured by the coincidence of a pelvic mass in close relation to the neck and base of the bladder, which may act primarily as a and, secondarily, by itself assisting to compress the vessels.
As regards the nature of the receptacle for the urine which remains after the bladder has been shed, the condition is one of great interest. 
